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for rest, and he has related some striking instances of the harm that 
may be done by injudicious movement. 

We can hardly, however, agree with him that the cracks which are so 
audible are caused by the rupture of adhesions within a joint. This 
may sometimes be the case, but all dissections which have been made 
of limbs subjected to disease show that the joints are quite free, whilst 
the crack is caused by the rupture of adhesions outside the joint. 

There is a curious statement on the subject of fractured patella to 
which we would draw attention, viz.: that a patient who was treated in 
1S6S for a fractured patella with Malgaigne’s hooks, and was discharged 
with bony union, is discovered six years later to have two inches sepa¬ 
ration between the fragments. What evidence he would ask is there 
that bony union ever results after the use of Malgaigne’s hooks. Noth¬ 
ing is commoner than to find the fragments which were close at the 
end of four months widely separated at the end of four years, llony 
union, when it occurs, is always attended by the appearance of a con¬ 
siderable amount of callus, and after such union the fragments do 

not again get separated. 
With these exceptions the book is both readable and instructive, and 

we can cordially recommend it. W. Bruce Clarke. 

IV. Cancer; A Study of Three Hundred and Ninety-seven 
Cases of Cancer of the Female Breast, With Clinical Ott- 
SF.RV.vnoxs. By Willard Barker, M.D. New York and London: 
G. I’. Putnam’s Sons. 1SS5. Bp. 105. 

The title of this work must be sufficient to arrest the attention of 
every American surgeon. It has fallen to the lot of but few to record 
observations of so many cases of this disease; and the assurance 
which every one of us naturally feels that Dr. Barker’s strong intellect 
would draw useful, practical deductions from such a large mass of ma¬ 
terial will not be disappointed. No claim is made for advanced histo¬ 
logical or advanced histogenetic views; and the subject of diagnosis is 
purposely left unconsidered, the study being chiefly directed to etiology 

and treatment. 
The careful observation of a single case of cancer in all its bearings 

clinically and anatomically, is very instructive ; but the conclusions 
which a man of vigorous intellect and ripe judgment deduces from 
hundreds of cases' carefully observed are certainly of enormous value, 
however much they may differ from preconceived and usually accepted 
notions. In this work the author has sought most diligently for light 
on the dark question of etiology. 

Reasoning from the fact that barbarous and semi-civilized tribes are 



CANCER. 525 

comparatively free from cancer, as are also animals in a condition of 

freedom, and that it is most prevalent among people who live generous¬ 

ly, and particularly among those whose habits are luxurious and who 

live freely upon highly seasoned and nitrogenous food, he con¬ 

cludes positively that diet has a causative influence of no small signifi¬ 

cance. These habits produce malassimilation and consequent sym¬ 

pathetic irritation of the skin and mucous membranes, and thus en¬ 

gender the malady. Intoxicating drinks cannot be included among 

the causes, nor can syphilis. 

Anxiety, want of personal cleanliness, mental affliction—the latter 

with especial emphasis—all are included m the list of factors. 

The chain of reasoning by which heredity is excluded as a cause is 

very ingenious and very logical, and, while we have not space in which 

to reproduce it here at length, we desire to call attention to it most 

particularly. 

Local irritation, unphvsiologica! habits of dressing, direct trauma, 

antecedent abscesses and their cicatrices, are all given their respective 

places. 

As to therapeutics, it would follow naturally (and is specifically as¬ 

serted) that these various causative influences should be eliminated. 

We are told of well observed cases in which intelligent regulation of 

diet together with due regard to hygiene has been followed by marked 

amelioration of symptoms and arrest of the progress of the malady. 

Early and radical surgical interference is considered to be now so gen¬ 

erally conceded as to need no emphasis on the author’s part. 

The value of individual cases would, of course, be much enhanced 

if anatomical study of them had proved the diagnosis beyond cavil. 

Such cannot always have been the case, for the microscope in path¬ 

ology was practically unknown here when Dr. Parker’s work began. 

The cases are often so clear in themselves as to be wholly free from 

elements of doubt such as we have just suggested, but candor compels 

us to assert that this is sometimes not the case. 

The writings of thirty years ago, when cancer was a varying clinical 

picture, cannot be safely transferred to the exact anatomical entity of 

to-day which bears the same name. 

The tabular statement at the end is an evidence of great painstaking 

and honest labor. 

The book is one of great value and interest, and we have said 

enough of it to show our appreciation of the original and striking lights 

in which the subject is held up to view. G. L. Pkakody. 


